Nevada
Chapter 201, Sections .235 to .254
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Obscenity (Statute found in middle of page)

NRS 201.235 Definitions. In NRS 201.235 to 201.254, inclusive, unless the context otherwise requires:
1. “Community” means the area from which a jury is or would be selected for the court in which the
action is tried.
2. “Item” includes any book, leaflet, pamphlet, magazine, booklet, picture, drawing, photograph, film,
negative, slide, motion picture, figure, object, article, novelty device, recording, transcription, phonograph
record or tape recording, videotape or videodisc, with or without music, or other similar items.
3. “Material” means anything tangible which is capable of being used or adapted to arouse interest,
whether through the medium of reading, observation, sound or in any other manner.
4. “Obscene” means any item, material or performance which:
(a) An average person applying contemporary community standards would find, taken as a whole,
appeals to prurient interest;
(b) Taken as a whole lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value; and
(c) Does one of the following:
(1) Depicts or describes in a patently offensive way ultimate sexual acts, normal or perverted,
actual or simulated.
(2) Depicts or describes in a patently offensive way masturbation, excretory functions, sadism or
masochism.
(3) Lewdly exhibits the genitals.
¬Appeal shall be judged with reference to ordinary adults, unless it appears, from the character of the
material or the circumstances of its dissemination, to be designed for children or a clearly defined deviant
group.
5. “Performance” means any play, motion picture, dance or other exhibition performed before an
audience.
[1911 C&P § 196; A 1955, 907]—(NRS A 1963, 1171; 1965, 584; 1971, 205, 493; 1979, 364)—
(Substituted in revision for NRS 201.250)
NRS 201.237 Exemptions. The provisions of NRS 201.235 to 201.254, inclusive, do not apply to those
universities, schools, museums or libraries which are operated by or are under the direct control of the
State, or any political subdivision of the State, or to persons while acting as employees of such
organizations.
(Added to NRS by 1979, 363)
NRS 201.239 Power of county, city or town to regulate obscenity. The provisions of NRS 201.235 to
201.254, inclusive, do not preclude any county, city or town from adopting an ordinance further regulating
obscenity if its provisions do not conflict with these statutes.
(Added to NRS by 1979, 364)
NRS 201.241 Action to declare item or material obscene and obtain injunction.
1. The district attorney or city attorney of any county or city, respectively, in which there is an item or
material which he believes to be obscene, may file a complaint in the district court seeking to have the item
or material declared obscene and to enjoin the possessor and the owner from selling, renting, exhibiting,
reproducing, manufacturing or distributing it and from possessing it for any purpose other than personal
use.
2. In such an action, no temporary restraining order may be issued.
3. A trial on the merits must be held not earlier than 5 days after the answer is filed nor later than 35
days after the complaint is filed. The court shall render a decision within 2 days after the conclusion of the
trial.

(Added to NRS by 1979, 363; A 1981, 1688)
NRS 201.243 Evidence probative of obscenity of material or item. In prosecutions under NRS
201.235 to 201.254, inclusive, evidence of circumstances of production, dissemination, sale or publicity of
the material or item, which indicates it is being commercially exploited by the defendant for its prurient
appeal, is probative of the obscenity of the material or item and can justify the conclusion that it is, taken as
a whole, without serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value.
(Added to NRS by 1979, 364)
NRS 201.245 Surrender, seizure and destruction of obscene item or material; undertaking not
required for injunction; defendant chargeable with knowledge of contents after service of summons
and complaint.
1. If a final judgment declaring an item or material obscene is entered against its owner or possessor,
the judgment shall contain a provision directing the owner or possessor to surrender to the sheriff of the
county in which the action was brought the item or material declared obscene and a direction to the sheriff
to seize and destroy it.
2. In any action brought to declare an item or material obscene, the district attorney or city attorney
bringing the action is not required to file an undertaking before an injunction is issued.
3. A sheriff directed to seize an obscene item or material is not liable for damages sustained by reason
of the injunction in cases where judgment ultimately is rendered in favor of the person, firm, association or
corporation sought to be enjoined.
4. Every person, firm, association or corporation who sells, distributes, or acquires possession with
intent to sell or distribute any allegedly obscene item or material, after service upon him of a summons and
complaint in an action brought to declare an item or material obscene is chargeable with knowledge of the
contents of the item or material.
(Added to NRS by 1979, 363)
NRS 201.247 Payment to city or county of value received from sale of obscene materials after
judgment or injunction. If a district court enters a judgment that an item or material is obscene and that
item or material, or one substantially identical thereto, is sold after that judgment or injunction, the court
shall order an accounting to determine the value of all money and other consideration received by the
defendant which was derived from the obscene item or material after the court judged it to be obscene. The
defendant shall pay a sum equivalent to that value into the general fund of the city or county which
prosecuted the action.
(Added to NRS by 1979, 364)
NRS 201.249 Production, sale, distribution, exhibition and possession of obscene items or
materials; penalty. Except as otherwise provided in NRS 201.237 and except under the circumstances
described in NRS 200.720 or 200.725, a person is guilty of a misdemeanor who knowingly:
1. Prints, produces or reproduces any obscene item or material for sale or commercial distribution.
2. Publishes, sells, rents, transports in intrastate commerce, or commercially distributes or exhibits any
obscene item or material, or offers to do any such things.
3. Has in his possession with intent to sell, rent, transport or commercially distribute any obscene item
or material.
(Added to NRS by 1979, 364; A 1995, 951)
NRS 201.251 Coercing acceptance of obscene articles or publications; penalty.
1. A person, firm, association or corporation shall not, as a condition to any sale, allocation,
consignment or delivery for resale of any item or material, require that the purchaser or consignee receive
for resale any other item or material which is obscene. A person, firm, association or corporation shall not
deny or threaten to deny any franchise or impose or threaten to impose any penalty, financial or otherwise,
for the failure or refusal of any person to accept any obscene item or material or for the return thereof.

2. A person, firm, association or corporation who violates any provision of this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor.
(Added to NRS by 1979, 364)
NRS 201.253 Obscene, indecent or immoral shows, acts or performances; penalty. Except under
the circumstances described in NRS 200.710, every person who knowingly causes to be performed or
exhibited, or engages in the performance or exhibition of, any obscene, indecent or immoral show, act or
performance is guilty of a misdemeanor.
(Added to NRS by 1967, 482; A 1995, 952)
NRS 201.254 Exemption of stagehands and movie projectionists from criminal liability when
possessing or exhibiting obscene material directly related to their work. A motion picture machine
operator or a stagehand is not criminally liable for exhibiting or possessing with the intent to exhibit any
obscene material if:
1. Such exhibition or possession is a part of the motion picture he is projecting or part of the stage
show for which he is employed as a stagehand; and
2. The operator or stagehand has no financial interest, except wages, and no managerial responsibility
in his place of employment.
(Added to NRS by 1969, 352)

